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Bosnia and Herzegovina: Gendered online harassment and threats against human rights
journalist Nidzara Ahmetasevic

On 22 January 2021, human rights journalist Nidzara Ahmetasevic officially reported to police
the gendered online harassment she has been experiencing on social media and the threatening
messages she has been receiving from unknown men for several months..

Nidzara Ahmetasevic is a women human rights defender, journalist and independent researcher
working on the situation of migrants and refugees in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She collaborates
with different media, including Kosovo 2.0 online magazine and online portal nomad.ba and has
published scholarly articles on the topic of migration. Nidzara Ahmetasevic has been working on
the Balkan Route since 2015, exposing violations of human rights in different countries. Since the
crisis began in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2018, her focus shifted mainly to the situation of
migrants and refugees, exposing human rights violations and emphasizing solidarity networks.

On 22 January Nidzara Ahmetasevic went to the headquarters of the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina police in Sarajevo and reported the threats and messages, containing sexualised
content, which she has been receiving several months. She decided to report these harassments
because she has noticed a pattern of escalation. The messages were sent by unknown men on
social networks, mostly as private messages on Facebook messenger, or posted on her Facebook
page. Some text messages with similar content were also sent on her mobile phone.

All the messages refer to Nidzara Ahmetasevic’s vocal position in defending refugees and
migrants. Some messages contained threats of physical assault and rape, while others are insults
containing sexualised content, such as calling her a lesbian and immigrant’s whore. One of the
messages states: “State intelligence agency needs to deal with you, because you are a mercenary
logistician of people from all over the world, who enters our country illegally and without documents
and creates chaos. These are not war refugees, but ordinary criminals and able-bodied men and
from Morocco, Algeria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, etc. And you, with your false moralizing, support
terror against the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. However, maybe you miss that thing, and
only the migrants wanted you, | understand you completely”.

The gendered online targeting of Nidzara Ahmetasevic is not an isolated occurrence, but forms
part of a pattern of harassment against Bosnian women human rights defenders working with
refugees and migrants. Another migrants right defender from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Zehida
Bihorac, reported that she receives numerous messages of similar content. Front Line Defenders
receives regular reports from women human rights defenders from Bosnia and Herzegovina who
are exposed to the same type of risks; all of them report sexualised content that varies from threats
of sexual violence if they do not stop their work in assisting migrants to allegations that they are
engaged in sexual relations with migrants and spread sexually transmitted diseases. Sexualised
online harassment has a stark affect on women human rights defenders as it significantly impacts
their psycho-social well-being. Those who are responsible for these attacks are rarely exposed or
held accountable for their actions because women human rights defenders are often too ashamed
to publicise such content and to report it to the police.

Front Line Defenders is seriously concerned by the online harassment and threats against Nidzara
Ahmetasevic and other women human rights defenders in Bosnia and Herzegovina and believes it
is linked to their legitimate and peaceful human rights work and reporting about situation of
refugees and migrants in the country.


https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/nidzara-ahmetasevic

Front Line Defenders urges the authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina to:

1. Carry out an immediate, thorough and impartial investigation into gendered online targeting
and threats against women human rights defenders Nidzara Ahmetasevic and Zehida
Bihorac, with a view to publishing the results and bringing those responsible to justice in
accordance with international standards;

2. Take all necessary measures to guarantee the physical and psychological integrity and
security of women human rights defenders in Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially those
who report on the situation of refugees and migrants;

3. Cease targeting all human rights defenders in Bosnia and Herzegovina and guarantee in all
circumstances that they are able to carry out their legitimate human rights activities without
fear of reprisals and free of all restrictions including judicial harassment.

Front Line Defenders respectfully reminds you that the United Nations Declaration on the Right
and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect
Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, adopted by consensus by the
UN General Assembly on 9 December 1998, recognises the legitimacy of the activities of human
rights defenders, their right to freedom of association and to carry out their activities without fear of
reprisals. We would particularly draw attention to Article 6 (b and c): “Everyone has the right,
individually and in association with others: (b) As provided for in human rights and other applicable
international instruments, freely to publish, impart or disseminate to others views, information and
knowledge on all human rights and fundamental freedoms; (c) To study, discuss, form and hold
opinions on the observance, both in law and in practice, of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public attention to those
matters”, and to Article 12 (1 and 2): “(1) Everyone has the right, individually and in association
with others, to participate in peaceful activities against violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms. (2) The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the
competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence,
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action
as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present
Declaration.

Please inform us of any actions that may be taken with regard to the above case.
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Andrew Anderson
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