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cypher
/’sīfər/
The dictionary definition of cypher is ‘a secret or disguised way of writing’. In many 
ways, this is the essence of comics storytelling – the image, rather than the word, is 
a disguise for many words, that can convey meaning, emotion, and can re/frame 
an entire narrative.

Rap and hip hop culture has taken the word and ascribed a new meaning: ‘an 
informal gathering of rappers, beatboxers and/or breakdancers in a circle, in 
order to jam musically together.’ This, too, we find relevant to this project, in that 
we are bringing together artists and HRDs in freestyle collaboration of activism and 
art with the aim of informing, elevating and inspiring. 

For us, this captures the spirit of why we are working in comics and guides how we 
facilitate the process of creative production.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution - This license allows reusers to copy and distribute the material in any 
medium or format in unadapted form only, for noncommercial purposes only, and only so long as attribution is given to the creator.

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/resource-publication/cypher-comics
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beldan sezen

adam shapiro

On 9 December 2021, Front Line Defenders named human rights defenders from 
six countries as the 2021 Front Line Defenders Award for Human Rights Defenders 
at Risk. In these pages you will find the stories of these extraordinary HRDs who 
work on issues including racial justice, housing rights, minority rights, the protection 
and defense of the environment and land, self-determination and disability rights. 
In each case, the HRDs have faced various forms of harassment, intimidation, and 
threats, with some facing violence and some have been detained and charged; 
and they respond with dignity, grace and determination to persevere, demonstrating 
incredible courage and hope.

We hope you will be inspired by these stories and understand how this recognition 
goes to give greater visibility - and hopefully protection - for their work.

Editorial
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Brazil
Camila Moradia
Camila Moradia was born in a place known as Grota, in the group of favelas that 
make up the Complexo do Alemão. “Cria do morro” as she is born, raised and 
lives in Alemão. Her family is in its fourth generation in the favela.

Camila accompanied her mother in the fight for rights, especially women’s rights 
since she was five years old. She has always studied in day care schools in the 
Alemão area. She participated in almost all social projects available according to 
her age, lived for 5 years in Minas Gerais and after finishing high school, returned 
to her home (Alemão Complex) at the age of 18.

In 2004, Camila returned to participate actively in social projects developed by the 
City Hall and the State Government of Rio de Janeiro. She was a young apprentice, 
monitor and supervisor in these projects. She worked in Rio for 10 years developing 
several social and development activities with the residents, mainly women. Camila 
always believed that women were the main tool for transformation in society, but 
they were also the ones who suffered the most from the reality.

In 2010, with the removal of the “Favelinha da Skol”, Camila became one of the 
leaders of the fight for housing in the Alemão complex and started to give voice 
to 1,300 families. In 2015, based on the actions she was already carrying out and 
the demands of women who arrived, Camila established the collective, Women in 
Action in Alemão (MEAA).

MEAA’s mission is to end violence against women and contribute to the empowerment 
of women and their families, thus strengthening their autonomy and guaranteeing 
their basic rights. More than 400 women are assisted in the Complexo do Alemão, a 
slum in the North Zone of Rio de Janeiro.

Artist:  Wallace Bidu

Wallace Bidu, born in Rio de Janeiro, 1986, raised in Complexo da Penha, 
graduated in Social Communication at UNISUAM, considers himself self-taught 
in multimedia art. His work ranges from Graffiti, Illustrations, Comics, Canvas, 
Sculptures, Graphic Documentation and Independent Film.

Instagram - @wbidu99
https://wallacebidu.wixsite.com/classed

https://www.instagram.com/wbidu99/
https://wallacebidu.wixsite.com/classed
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Oleg Grablevskiy and Serhey Drozdovsky

Siarhei Drazdouski is the Founder and Director of the Office for the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, where Aleh Hrableuski works as a lawyer.

The Office for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is a prominent and 
leading Belarusian human rights organisation that works for persons with 
disabilities. The organisation provides legal assistance and facilitates 
consultations on the rights of people with disabilities, advocates for 
changes in legislation, conducts research and educational activities to 
enable citizens to learn more about people with disabilities in Belarus.

In February 2021, the two HRDs were detained and interrogated by the 
Investigative Committee. After the interrogation, they were placed in detention 
for over 6 months -  Aleh Hrableuski in jail and Siarhei Drazdouski under house 
arrest.
 

Artist:  Anonymous

Belarus
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Portugal
Mamadou Ba

Born in Senegal, and an immigrant to Portugal, Mamadou Ba has dedicated his 
life to anti-racist activism. He has been member of the SOS Racismo Movement 
since 1999 and is a founding member of several national and European 
organisations defending the rights of migrants and racialized people.

Mamadou is one of the most prominent voices of the anti-racist movement 
in Portugal who has denounced the proliferation of hate speech. As such, 
he is also one of the preferred targets of attacks by far right and neo-Nazi 
movements in Portugal.

In the beginning of 2020, Mamadou Ba received a letter with a death threat 
and one bullet case at his home. In February 2021, an online petition was 
launched to strip him from his Portuguese citizenship and to deport him from 
Portugal. And since June, the headquarters of SOS Racismo were vandalised 
twice with swastikas and racist slurs.

Artist :  Nancy Saphira
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Sierra Leone
Aminata Fabba 
Aminata Fabba is the Chairlady of the Malen Affected Land Owners Association 
(MALOA), a farmer and a grassroots land rights defender in the southern provincial 
district of Pujehun. MALOA is a community movement resisting SOCFIN and other 
biofuel capitalists in Sierra Leone.

With the inception of the large scale land investment in Malen Chiefdom in 2011, 
Aminata stood against the Chiefdom Authorities to protect her family land; for 
that she was arrested by police and taken to Sahn, the chiefdom headquarters, 
and locked in a cell for one week. She was only released with the help of national 
and international pressure with payment of bail fee. Upon her release she became 
resolute to continue the fight and eventually became a land rights activist mobilizing 
support against any occupation of land by the Socfin Agricultural Company (SAC).

Aminata is a founding member of the Malen Affected Land Owners and Users 
Association (MALOA). The organization was formed in 2011 by aggrieved land 
owners and users whose lands were forcefully taken by Socfin Agriculture Company 
(SAC) with the support of the Government and local authorities.

Aminata now advocates for and defends the land rights of their members and 
communities that have been affected by the large-scale illegal land acquisition by 
SAC in Malen Chiefdom, Pujehun District, and southern Sierra Leone. 

Artist:  Ahmed Sahid Nasralla (a.k.a. De Monk)

Ahmed Sahid Nasralla (popularly known by his pen name De Monk) is an award 
winning journalist and cartoonist who has worked in the Sierra Leone print media 
for nearly 15 years. He is best known for his satirical column, Teacher Lemp Lemp, 
which combines his creative writing skills and artistic talent. When he is not writing or 
drawing for laughs, he’s busy developing outreach materials for NGOs on diverse 
awareness campaigns.

https://twitter.com/demonk75

https://twitter.com/demonk75
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Cambodia
Mother Nature Cambodia (MNC)
Mother Nature Cambodia (MNC) is an environmental rights movement that 
advocates and campaigns locally and internationally for the preservation, 
promotion and protection of Cambodia’s natural environment. As part of its 
work, the movement monitors and challenges gross environmental violations 
and also raises awareness, educates and empowers people by providing them 
with training and financial support. In addition, Mother Nature Cambodia 
also provides opportunities for environmental and human rights defenders 
and supports local fishermen and indigenous communities defend their rights.

In June 2021, MNC members Sun Ratha, Ly Chandaravuth, and Seth 
Chhivlimengwere arrested in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district after they 
filmed sewage in the river near Royal Palace. A fourth environmental activist, 
Yim Leanghy, was arrested in Kandal province after being asked to visit his local 
police station.

In September 2020, three environmental activists, Thun Ratha, Long Kunthea 
and Phoun Keo Reaksmey, all of whom are also members of Mother Nature, 
were arrested in Phnom Penh for planning to organize a one-woman march 
from Wat Phnom to the Prime Minister Hun Sen’s residence to highlight concerns 
over the filling-in of Boeung Tamok. They were convicted in May and are serving 
between 18 to 20 months in prison.

Interim Artist:  Beldan Sezen
beldansezen.com

http://beldansezen.com


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_L0f3U7miWg

Our latest spokesperson - a puppet - exposes the 
illegal filling of a mangrove forest in Koh Kong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_L0f3U7miWg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLmK6KG6iTg

Why are most exports of silica sand to Taiwan ‘missing’?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLmK6KG6iTg


Here we expose how the vast majority of exports of silica sand to Taiwan are nowhere 
to be seen in officialtrade data issued by the Cambodian government. The extraction of 
this kind of sand - different from marine and river sand as it is extracted from land-based 
mines - has been taking place in two locations only: one belonging to Mong Rithy in 
Steung Hao district, Sihanoukville province, and the other to the thuggish Ly Yong Phat in 
Kiri Sakor district, Koh Kong province. Much in line with how these two individuals - both 
perhaps needless to say with strong links to the self-styled strongman and dictator Hun 
Sen - these operations have been takin place with close to zero transparency.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdyUZ6Tuqgo

River bank collapses in Sa’ang district, along the Tonle 
Basaac River, continue unabated.

After sand dredging caused homes and plots of land to start falling onto the river, 
villagers living along the Tonle Basaac River, an offshoot of the mighty Mekong 
noty far from the capitalof Phnom Penh, met with ministry representatives a total 
of 7 times, seeking a solution to this problem. The ministry, however, maintains that 
the riverbank collapses are due to natural erosion of the river. Here one of our 
brave activists asks the relevant minister for a bare minimum of transparency in this 
increasingly-destructive sector, never an easy task in Hun Sen’s Cambodia.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdyUZ6Tuqgo


Cambodia’s obsession with plastic turns into a full 
blown environmental crisis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwaO0r8WV9k

Cambodia has become a nation addicted to plastic. As a result, plastic waste, 
especially single-use, has become a huge crisis in this country, bringing about 
severe impacts to people’s health and the environment. Needless to say, it is 
also affecting our country’s image. In this video, one of our excellent activists 
shows the extent of this plastic crisis and shares some simple tips on how we can 
all reduce our plastic usage.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwaO0r8WV9k


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbGA-9WcwoU

Deadly cyanide linked to gold mining in Cambodia

Donning full protective gear and mask, environmental activist Meng Heng 
demands transparency and accountability from Phnom Penh’s dictatorship 
on the country’s out of control gold mining sector. The video was filmed at 
the village where up to 17 innocent villagers were killed due to suspected 
cyanide poisoning in early May of 2018,  which leaked into their nearby 
river at a gold mine more than 40 kilometers upstream.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbGA-9WcwoU


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfNmCciUwAU

Where has all the ivory, rhino horns, and tiger bones 
confiscated by Cambodian authorities gone?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfNmCciUwAU


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAmKAVWfdiw

https://www.facebook.com/mothernaturecambodia/vid-
eos/749701162166389/?__so__=channel_tab&__rv__=all_videos_card

Raw sewage being dumped onto the 
Songkae River in Battambang city

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAmKAVWfdiw
https://www.facebook.com/mothernaturecambodia/videos/749701162166389/?__so__=channel_tab&__rv__=all_videos_card
https://www.facebook.com/mothernaturecambodia/videos/749701162166389/?__so__=channel_tab&__rv__=all_videos_card


Palestine
Sami and Sameeha Huraini

Sami and Sameeha Huraini are brother and sister and co-founders of Youth of 
Sumud in Palestine. From a family of activists, Sami and Sameeha have taken 
the mantle of leadership among a younger generation of Palestinians, working 
to challenge the Israeli occupation, defend the land and achieve Palestinian 
liberation in their lifetimes.

Youth of  Sumud  formed in 2017 in the South Hebron Hills in response ongoing 
settler and military aggression and violence against farmers, families and school 
children  in the area. Members of Youth of Sumud have undertaken to revive 
the village of Saurora, located in the Southern end of the West Bank near the 
village of At-Tuwani. The village was abandoned in the 1990’s because of 
settler violence from the nearby illegal Israeli outpost  of Havat Ma’On, and 
the ancient cave homes were damaged or demolished.  Youth of Sumud rebuilt 
the caves, and has established a permanent presence in Saurora.

Artist:  Mohamed Tayeb

Mohamed Tayeb is a Palestinian activist and digital media artist works predominantly 
in the medium of painting and animation with a focus on graphic design, incorporating 
animated video into his installations. His work addresses issues related to activism art 
and technology.

https://www.facebook.com/Zaytoungang
https://www.instagram.com/m.tayeb48/

Script consultants: Pedro Ureta, Paula Sanz, Leila Nachawati.

https://www.instagram.com/m.tayeb48/


























because we face regular attacks from colonists

throwing stones at us



We make sure to document the attacks and destruction



like their grandmother and father before them, Sami and 
sameeha together with their younger brother stay put
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and display of what we Palestinians 
call Sumud - “steadyast” in arabic.
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Find us online

frontlinedefenders.org/cypher

https://www.instagram.com/cypher_comics/
https://www.facebook.com/FrontLineDefenders
https://twitter.com/FrontLineHRD
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/resource-publication/cypher-comics

