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The dictionary definition of cypher is ‘a secret or disguised way of writing’. In many
ways, this is the essence of comics storytelling - the image, rather than the word, is
a disguise for many words, that can convey meaning, emotion, and can re/frame
an entire narrative.

Rap and hip hop culture has taken the word and ascribed a new meaning: ‘an
informal gathering of rappers, beatboxers and/or breakdancers in a circle, in
order to jam musically together.’ This, too, we find relevant to this project, in that
we are bringing together artists and HRDs in freestyle collaboration of activism and
art with the aim of informing, elevating and inspiring.

For us, this captures the spirit of why we are working in comics and guides how we
facilitate the process of creative production.
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Editorial

adam shapiro

In Cypher 08 (April 2021), we published stories of human rights defenders challenging mining
companies in Mongolia, Zambia, Morocco and Turkey. HRDs challenging corporations and
governments pursuing resource extraction are those most at risk of extreme violence, including
murder, around the world - as was recently reported by the HRD Memorial in conjunction with
Front Line Defenders 2021 Global Analysis.

One story we omitted from Cypher 08 was from Peru, which we have included here, as there
have been new developments in the story, and new risks posed by the companies exploiting
the Cajamarca region for gold. The other two stories - from Uganda and Nepal - also cover
HRDs confronting ‘development’ related projects that devastate the land and environment,
and harm local populations.

With the world focused on war in Ukraine, and devastation being wrought on that country
and its people, it is easy to forget that days after the invasion, the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change released its most damning report to date about the irreversible effects of
climate change. And yet, those who work to protect the land and its resources are being killed
at extraordinary rates, including indigenous peoples. Their stories demand our attention...and
action!


https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/cypher08.pdf
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/hrd_memorial_2021_report_final.pdf
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/resource-publication/global-analysis-2021-0
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/

Editorial

beldan sezen

Three month into the new year and we are confronted yet again with war. Big fish wants
to swallow small fish. This time though big fish is poking the waters of another big fish,
hence the magnitude of this head-butting could be immense and for European countries
‘too close to home’. “War” is a word we hear day in day out. War on terror, war on a
virus, war on drugs, war on women, on gays, war on poverty and actual wars (plural!)
in countries deemed too unimportant to care for. Yet people are dying, quick or slowly,
depending if hit by a bullet or the socio-economical and psychological aftermath of
destruction by war.

In all this | am reminded that fighting also can be done by civil disobedience. To solve
conflicts without the instruments of war. “Pulling a trigger” turns anger and pain into rage
and destruction. War does not solve a conflict nor stabilizes a society. Political disobedience
chooses dialogue and unarmed confrontation to “face the enemy”, and thus turns anger
and pain into hope. Human Rights Defenders do just that. Three of those courageous
activists are potrayed in this edition.

It takes courage to stand without weapons in front of a tank; to face police and military
with nothing more than your body.

“Die Waffen nieder! Sagt es vielen, vielen.”"
Bertha von Suttner

March 2022

1 “Down with the weapons! Tell many, many.”



stk bakalim, sik bakalim, biber gazi sik bakalim, copunu birak, kaskini cikar,

delikanli kim bakalim

shoot it, shoot it, fire the tear gas, drop your baton, take your helmet off, then
we see who's the tough guy



Uganda

Artist: Christian Mugarura Mdfigiri
https://twitter.com/christianmafil






THE GOLPEN LIE

LIFE WAS SUFPFPOSED TO BE EASIER FOR
CHRISTOPHER OPIO ANP HIS FAMILY WHEN
THEY ACCEPTEDP TO TAKE THE RELOCATION

SETTLEMENT THE GOVERNMENT HAP
OFFEREP-BUT.

GRAPHIC NOVEL;

THERE 1S A NOTION THAT COMIC BOOKS
ARE A REAILM ONLY FOR FICTIONAL
CHARACTERS WITH SUFPER HUMAN POWERS,
BEPECKEDP WITH CAPE ANDP COLOURFUL COSTUME.
BUT WHILE THERE'S AN ABSENCE OF ARCHETYFAL
SUPER HEROES, IN THIS COMIC BOOK 1S A TALE OF
A BRAVE YOUNG MAN NAMED CHRISTOPHER,
SETRUGGLING TO PEFENDP THE RIGHTS OF HIS
PEOPLE AGAINST CRIMINAL INJUSTICES, AND
WHO 15 A HERO IN HIS OWN RIGHT.
THE FORMAT PESCRIBES THE MAN, ALLOWING
HIM TO TELL HIS OWN STORY ALONGSIPE
THE EDPITORS ANDP ARTIETS INTERPRETATIONS
WHILE TRANSCENDPING TIME.

THE PISCOVERY OF OIL IS ONLY HALF
THE STORY-

CHRISTOPHER OPIO WAS BORN AND
RAISED IN HOIMA, WESTERN LIGANDA.
IN 2006 WHEN CHRIS WAS 17, THE
GOVERNMENT OF LUUGANPA PISCOVEREDR OIL.
SINCE THIS PISCOVERY, CHRIS AND
A GROUP OF A FEW EPUCATEDP
YOUNG MEN ANDP WOMEN FROM
HIS VILLAGE MUST NOW FACE
A PAY TO PAY BATTLE OF POVERTY,
VIOLENCE, BLACKMAIL AND
STIGMATIZATION IN THE FACE OF

A CORRUPT GOVERNMENT SYSTEM.
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Nepal

Bidya Shrestha Maharjan is a teacher and human rights defender from the Kathmandu
valley of Nepal. She is the women's president of the World Newa Guthi, an indigenous
community organization that works to protect the rights of the Newa Guthi people.
An indigenous woman herself, Bidya Shrestha Maharjan has long been leading the
movement to stop the illegal road expansion in the valley inhabited by the Newa Guthi
people, which has already seen the displacement of thousands who have not been
compensated and/or have been left landless.

Nepal has a history of targetting and discrimination against indigenous communities
and using laws to prevent and suppress dissent. Activists advocating peacefully for
the rights of the most marginalized have been targetted under regressive legislation,
especially related to freedom of expression. Those protesting against state policy,
including against ‘development’ related displacement and the illegal acquisition of
land, especially among indigenous communities, have faced a violent response,
including excessive use of force. The Covid-19 pandemic increased vulnerability
among defenders whose mobility and ability to assemble and express dissent were
severely curtailed under the guise of Covid-19 measures while abuses continued with
impunity.

Avrtist: Promina

(Lakheni), illustrator, comics artist and researcher in the field of visual arts, is currently
focusing on her own projects while farming somewhere in Nepal. She is the co-founder
of Virangana Comics, is passionate about identity politics, mental health and working
with children.

You can find her on Instagram @lakheni.ms


https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/bidya-shrestha-maharjan
https://www.instagram.com/lakheni.ms/
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Peru

Front Line Defenders went to Peru in 2016 to document the struggle of Mdxima Acufia
de Chaupe to protect her land from Newmont Corporation, a US-based company that
operates the world’s second largest gold mine in the world - the Conga Mine. This was
shortly before she won the 2016 Goldman Environmental Prize.

The Conga Mine is a gold and copper producing mine, a project of Minera Yanacocha, a
company owned primarily by Newmont Corporation. At the time of our visit, the company
operated checkpoints on the road on either side of Méaxima’s land, and operated regular
patrols to surveil her and her family. The harassment and attacks, including physical attacks,
judicial harassment, etc. were intense and perpetrated constantly.

Later in 2016, Newmont announced it was halting the exploitation of the Conga Mine,
out of environmental concerns related to water, but everyone knew it was because of
the resistance that Mdxima sustained.

However, latest reports from Peru indicate that the company is once again planning
to operate the mine, and Méxima has been facing increased harassment again. With
Minera Yanacocha planning to spend $4.8 billion in the Mine, Maxima is once again
facing a huge challenge.

Artist: Jon Sack
jonsack.com


https://jonsack.com/
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AS A RESULT OF THIS INQCDENT, \N 2012 A COURT
IN CELENDIN SENTENCED MAXIMA AND HER
FAMILY TO A 3 YEAR SUSFENDED SENTENCE
AND AINED THEM FOR THE CRWWE OF
USURPING THE PROPERTY' OF YANACOCHA.

WE DRIVE THAT NIGHT ANOTHER HOUR

TO CELENDIN, A TOWN OF AROUT 15,000

THAT HAS BEEN A CENTER OF RES\STANCE
AGAINST CONGA. N 2012, 5 FROTESTERS WERE
SHOT DEAD BY THE ARMY, AND A STATE OF
EMERGENCY DECLARED BY THEN FRIME
MINISTER 0SCAR VALDES. 1 YEARS LATER,
THE GOVERNMENT FPASSED LAW 30151, EXEMPTING
THE MILITARY AND FOLICE FROM ANY LEGAL RE.‘PERCLJSSHQNS
IF THEY WNJURE ¢OR KILL PROTESTERS.

\N EFFECT, 'T'S A LICENSE TO KILL.

“1'& —

il ". =

THE NEXT MORNING, WE LEARN

THAT THE FOLLOWING HAFFENED

TO DANIEL AS SOON AS WE HAD
LEFT HIM . . .
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Find us online

COEX;

frontlinedefenders.orq/cypher



https://www.instagram.com/cypher_comics/
https://www.facebook.com/FrontLineDefenders
https://twitter.com/FrontLineHRD
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/resource-publication/cypher-comics

