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The dictionary definition of cypher is ‘a secret or disguised way of writing’. In many
ways, this is the essence of comics storytelling - the image, rather than the word, is
a disguise for many words, that can convey meaning, emotion, and can re/frame
an entire narrative.

Rap and hip hop culture has taken the word and ascribed a new meaning: ‘an
informal gathering of rappers, beatboxers and/or breakdancers in a circle, in
order to jam musically together.’ This, too, we find relevant to this project, in that
we are bringing together artists and HRDs in freestyle collaboration of activism and
art with the aim of informing, elevating and inspiring.

For us, this captures the spirit of why we are working in comics and guides how we
facilitate the process of creative production.
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Sri Lanka

Juwairiya Mohideen

Following the August parliamentary elections in Sri Lanka, resulting in a
super majority for the party of Mahinda Rajapaksa, human rights defenders,
journalists, lawyers, minority rights defenders and those working in war
affected fear new levels of intimidation, harassment and possibly worse.

This year’s award winner for the Asia-Pacific region, Juwairiya Mohideen,
has already survived being forcibly displaced in her youth and becoming an
internally displaced person (IDP) in her own country. Without formal
education beyond grade school, Juwairiya has gone on to lead an important
women’s rights organization, Muslim Women’s Development Trust (MWDT)
and become a pillar in her community, even as she faces intimidation, threats
and harassment.

Juwairiya is at the front line of calls for reform in Muslim personal laws which
deny Muslim women and girls the basic rights enjoyed by their non-Muslim
sisters in Sri Lanka. Juwairiya has been undeterred by threats against her
and her family, blatant misinformation and attacks on her character and
being labelled as a traitor and shunned by parts of her close knit community.

Artist: Isuri

Isuri is an artist based in Colombo, Sri Lanka. They graduated from Columbus
College of Art & Design with a BFA in lllustration. These days, they’re working
on two adventure comic books; Podi (Oni Press), a shrinkfiction story about
two sisters trying to find their baby brother and escape a tropical garden full
of enormous beasts; and Aarthi & The Land of Salt (Scholastic), a story of
twelve-year-old Aarthi, her new friend and her younger siblings, who discover
the secret world of an abandoned saltern.

Portfolio
Instagram


https://artofisuri.com/
https://www.instagram.com/isuri.mh/




| was born on
18th Janvary 1968, in
eyvkkalampitti village in
Mannay distvict. My parents
had 9 childyen, seven
davghters and fwo sons. In the
year 1990 when LTTE* told the
Mmuslims Yo leave within Ywo
hours, we wevre forcibly evicted
from mannar fo live in a
settlement for Internally
Displaced Persons (idp)
in Puttalam.

Thirty
years latey,
we arve still
\iuir\q heve.

*The Liberation Tigers of Tamil €elam



Back then
+here was no
Muslim, Tamil

problem, we all
lived together.

s very
painful for me o think
about, even after 30
years, leaving my native
place in Yo hours. | had
very close relationships
with Yhe Tamils there and
+hat disconnection still
lingers on.




| have YWwo
childyen now,

a son and a
davghter. my
davghter is in

grade 10 and my
$ON is in gYade 3.
My husband vwais
hasg hig own
business.




Shortly aftrer the
expulsion, | starred
working as an aid
workey, helping +he
IDP community in
Puttalam with their
basgic needs.

| have been
working for 28
qears now.

While | was working,
| realised that theve
was no organization
working to support and
protect women, who
weve the most
vulnerable.

That is why
| started the Mmuslim
Wwomen’s Development
Trust, Which addresses
violence against women
and discrimination
starting from their
homes 1o within
their communities.

X




Back home in
mMmannay we lived
peacefully, and
Tamils weve like

part of our
family.

In ouy
village we called
everybody as Annan’,
Appa’, Amma’®, Mama®,
Mami®.

The dyivey
in my house
was a Ohyistian
and the wovrkeyr
was a ttindu.

" elder byother *father * Mother *uncle °aunty




When
old relatives from
Mmannay came +o
visit, | used Yo
*ell my husband
Jayabalan mama
and Mmami are
coming +o
see US. Then onl
: | realized she was
bovrn heve, in Puttalam,
born without relatives and
suvrvrounding societies,
unaware of other
communities.
M\.l 8
year old | +old her
davghter how Wwe used Yo relate
asked me Yo each other and fhat
why 1 call calling someone 'Annan’
Tamils as and 'Thangachi' can
Mama ancy make our vrelationships
grami; stronger, move
nuvturing.

So |
encourage my
children and
Yheir friends +o
call each other
‘byotheyr’ and
‘sister’.

| felr
by doing this,
| can contribute
something Yhat
is deayr o me
+o the next
genevyation.




I am Juwairiya Mohideen.
| am a Muslim Women truman Rights
Defender based in Puttalam, in the
North West of Sri Lanka. me and my
family were displaced +o Puttalam
from *he North during the mass
expulsion of Muslims by the LTTE in
octobeyr 1990, and we still live as
IDPs in Puttalam. For over 25 years,
| have been a vocal advocate for the
rights of IDPs and women’s rights,
especially muslim women’s rights to
equality, non-discrimination and
against systemic violence and abuse
against women and girls. | am the
founder and executive director of
the Muslim Women’s Development
Trust (MWDT) based in Puttalam —
Which provides practical support
including legal advice Yo women and
givls. | am the chairperson of
women’s collective from the
Novthern and €astern provinces,
working to reform discriminatory
laws and practices. over the past
five years, | have been at the
forefront of campaigns for
reform of Mmuslim
personzl law.
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