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Iraq: Human rights defenders confront bullets 
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2243 

31-October-2019 

 

The Iraqi Observatory for Human Rights (IOHR), an Iraqi NGO, reports that about 100 protesters 
were killed between 25 and 30 October, while more than 5,500 others were injured. This brings 
the death toll to over 250 in October. 

"The Iraqi government has deliberately used systematic violence against demonstrators and has 
pursued violent mechanisms that it believes will end the peaceful demonstrations and sit-ins that 
began on the 28th of the same month," the Observatory said. 

On 25 October 2019, demonstrations were renewed across Iraq. They first began on 01 October in 
the capital Baghdad and all the cities of the central and southern regions, where hundreds of 
thousands of peaceful demonstrators gathered to demand reforms.  

The demonstration, led by human rights defenders, are raising slogans calling for the current 
government to step down, the formation of a new electoral commission, a general election to be 
conducted under international supervision, the elimination of corruption in all its forms, and social 
justice. 

Reliable and successive reports received by the IOHR, Iraqi Network for Social Media (INSM), 
the Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR), Front Line Defenders, and PEN Center indicate that 
Iraqi riot police used excessive force in an open confrontation with protesters. Thousands were 
killed and injured. 
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The Iraqi High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that "security forces arrested 399, of whom 
343 were released," saying that "Iraqi security forces used violence against demonstrators." 

On 29 October 2019, six United Nations experts called on the Iraqi government to ensure those 
responsible for violence were prosecuted, and said that “it was of paramount importance that Iraqi 
authorities take additional steps to prevent violence and enable a safe environment for peaceful 
protests.” The experts noted that on 22 October 2019, an Iraqi government Investigative 
Committee into violence in early October acknowledged “that security forces had used excessive 
force and had lost control of the demonstrations and recommended disciplinary and judicial 
investigations against identified perpetrators, but found that there were no official orders to open 
fire at protesters.”  

However, state the UN experts, "The Government must demonstrate the effectiveness, 
independence and impartiality of these investigations. This means that it must identify all 
perpetrators with a view to prosecuting them. This also applies to officials failing to prevent such 
violations from occurring in the first place." 

Yet violence against protests continued after the government Investigative Committee’s report. On 
the night of 28 October 2019, riot police force stationed on the Al-Jumhuriya Bridge overlooking 
Al-Tahrir Square in central Baghdad directly targeted human rights activist Safaa Al-Saray, with 
a tear gas canister hitting him in the head. He was taken to hospital and, despite the medical 
attention he received, lost his life two hours later. 

The same morning, he had posted on his Facebook page a video showing a blatant assault by some 
members of the security forces on the students of a Baghdad school who were holding a peaceful 
demonstration. 

The 26-year-old activist, a poet and artist, participated in most of the protests in Baghdad since 
2011 and was beaten and arrested several times. He graduated from the Department of Computer 
Science at Baghdad University of Technology and did not get a job until one week before his 
death. 

Peaceful protests continue in all central and southern governorates. In Baghdad, hundreds of 
thousands of protesters gather in Tahrir Square in a festive carnival where the drivers of tuk-taks 
bravely provide ambulance and relief services to them to become a national symbol for Iraqis. 

In the 12-storey Turkish restaurant building in Al-Tahrir Square, hundreds of peaceful protesters 
were barricaded to prevent security forces from using the building to end the sit-in and target 
protesters with various types of weapons. On 30 October 2019, just before midnight, the 
demonstrators succeeded in sweeping the first checkpoint of the security forces on Al-Jumhuriya 
Bridge, reducing the risk of smoke and sound bombs. 
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The Iraqi Observatory for Human Rights (IOHR), Iraqi Network for Social Media (INSM), 
the Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR), Front Line Defenders, and PEN Center call on 
the Iraqi authorities to: 

1. Fulfill their international obligations to protect freedoms of assembly and expression, by 
allowing demonstrators to peacefully assemble without fear of repression or arrest, and to 
ensure that the media operate freely and that access to the Internet is not prohibited; 

2. Immediately investigate the killings of human rights defenders, journalist and peaceful 
demonstrators, with a view to disseminating the results and bringing those responsible to 
justice in accordance with international standards; 

3. Immediately and unconditionally release all peaceful protesters and provide medical 
treatment to those in need; 

4. Publicise the results of the investigations the government said it had initiated regarding the 
killing of demonstrators, including fully publishing the news through the media; and 

5. Ensure that all human rights defenders in Iraq who carry out their legitimate work in the 
defense of human rights are able to operate without restrictions, including judicial 
harassment. 
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صاصرلا ةھجاومب ناسنلإا قوقح نع نوعفادملا :قارعلا  
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2244 

 
2019-لولأا نیرشت/ربوتكأ-31  

 
 سماخلا نیب اولتُقً ارھاظتم 100 وحن نإ ،ةكیرش ةیقارع ةیموكح ریغ ةمظنم وھو ،ناسنلإا قوقحل يقارعلا دصرملا لاق
 .ةفلتخمٍ حورجب نیرخآ ةئامسمخو فلاآ ةسمخ نم رثكأ بیصأ امنیب ،لولأا نیرشت ربوتكأ نم نیثلاثلا ىلإ نیرشعلاو
 
 يتلا ةیفنُعلا تایللآا عابتإ ىلع تلمعو ،نیرھاظتملا دض جھنمملا فنعلا مادختسإ تدمعت ةیقارعلا ةموكحلا" نإً اضیأ دصرملا لاق
 ".ھتاذ رھشلا نم نیرشعلاو نماثلا يف تأدب يتلا ةیملسلا تاماصتعلإا ضفو تارھاظتلا ءاھنإب ةلیفك اھنأب دقتعت
 
 تارھاظتلا هذھ تلمشو ،ھسفنرھشلا نم لولأا يف تقلطنإ يتلا قارعلا يف تارھاظتلا تددجت ،2019 لولأا نیرشت/ربوتكأ 25 يف
 .تاحلاصلإاب ةبلاطملل نییملسلا نیرھاظتملا نم فلالآا تائم عمجت ثیح ةیبونجلاو ىطسولا نیتقطنملا ندم ةفاكو دادغب ةمصاعلا
 
 ةدیدج ةیضوفم لیكشتو ةیلاحلا ةموكحلا طاقسإب بلاطُت تاراعش عفرت ،ناسنلإا قوقح وعفادم اھمدقتی يتلا تارھاظتملا نأ
  .ةیعامتجلاا ةلادعلا قیقحتو ھلاكشا ةفاكب داسفلا ىلع ءاضقلاو يممأ فٍارشإب اھئارجإو تاباختنلإل
 
 يعمتجملا ملاعلإل ةیقارعلا ةكبشلا ،ناسنلإا قوقحل يقارعلا دصرملا نم لك اھملتسا يتلا ةقحلاتملاو ةقوثوملا ریراقتلا ریشٌت
 ،ةیقارعلا بغشلا ةحفاكم تاوق نأ ىلإ ،قارعلا يف ملقلا زكرمو ،زردنفید نیلا تنورف ،ناسنلإا قوقحل جیلخلا زكرم ،)مسنأ(
 .فلالآا حرجو لتقم ىلإ ىدأ امم نیجتحملا عم ةحوتفم ةھجاوم يف ةطرفملا ةوقلا تمدختسإ
 
 ةینملأا تاوقلا" نإ تلاقو ،"مھنم ٣٤٣ نع جرفا ٣٩٩ تلقتعإ ةینملأا تاوقلا" نأ ناسنلإا قوقحل ایلعلا ةیضوفملا تركذ دقل
".نیرھاظتملا دض فنعلا تمدختسإ ةیقارعلا  
 

 نع نیلوؤسملا ةمكاحم نامض ىلإ ةیقارعلا ةموكحلا ةدحتملا مملأا نم ءاربخ ةتس اعد ،2019 لولأا نیرشت/ربوتكأ 29 يف
 ".ةیملسلا تاجاجتحلال ةنمآ ةئیب نیكمتو فنعلا عنمل ةیفاضإ تاوطخ ةیقارعلا تاطلسلا ذختت نأ ناكمب ةیمھلأا نم" اولاقو ،فنعلا
 لئاوأ يف فنعلا لامعأ يف ةیقارعلا ةموكحلل ةعبات قیقحت ةنجل ترقأ ،2019 لولأا نیرشت/ربوتكأ 22 يف ھنأ ءاربخلا ظحلاو
 ةیئاضقو ةیبیدأت تاقیقحت ءارجإب تصوأو تارھاظملا ىلع ةرطیسلا تدقفو ةطرفملا ةوقلا تمدختسا نملأا تاوق نأب" ربوتكأ

 ".نیرھاظتملا ىلع رانلا حتفب ةیمسر رماوأ دجوت لا ھنأ اودجو مھنكل ،نیددحملا ةانجلا دض
 
 ينعی اذھو .اھدایحو اھللاقتساو تاقیقحتلا هذھ ةیلاعف تبثت نأ ةموكحلا ىلع بجی" ،ةدحتملا مملأا ءاربخ ركذ ،كلذ نم مغرلابو
 عنم نع نوسعاقتی نیذلا نیلوؤسملا ىلعً اضیأ قبطنی اذھو .مھتاضاقم ضرغب مئارجلا يبكترم عیمج ةیوھ ددحت نأ بجی اھنأ

 ".لولأا ماقملا يف تاكاھتنلإا هذھ لثم ثودح
 
 ریرحتلا ةحاس ىلع لطملا ةیروھمجلا رسج ىلع ةطبارملا بغشلا ةحفاكم ةوق تماقً لایل 2019 لولأا نیرشت/ربوتكأ 28 خیراتب
 ثیح ھسأر يف ترقتسا عومدلل لیسم ناخد ةفیذقب رٍشابم لكشب يارسلا ءافص ناسنلإا قوقح طشان فادھتسإب دادغب طسو يف
 ھتایح دقف اھاقلت يتلا ةیبطلا ةیانعلا نم مغرلابو ىفشتسملا ىلإ ھلقن مت دقل .ةیروھمجلا رسج ىلع ةیماملأا طوطخلاب طباری ناك
 .نیتعاس دعب
 
 ىلع ةینملأا تاوقلا دارفأ ضعب لبق نمً اخراص ءًادتعا حضوی ویدف كوبسیفلا يف ھتحفص ىلع ھسفن مویلا حابص رشن دق ناكو
 .ةیملس ةرھاظت يف نك يئلالا نم دادغب سرادم ىدحإ تابلاط
 

 2011 ةنس ذنم دادغب يف تلصح يتلا تاجاجتحلاا مظعم يف ً،اماع 26 رمعلا نم غلابلاو ماسرلاو رعاشلا ،يارسلا كراش
 لصحی ملو دادغبب ةیجولونكتلا ةعماجلا يف تاباسحلا مولع مسق نم جرخت .تارم ةدع لاقتعلااو برضلل كلذ ءارج ضرعتو
  .ھتافو نم عوبسأ لبق لاإ لمع ىلع
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 ةحاسب نیجتحملا نم فلالآا تائم عمجتی دادغب يفف ةیبونجلاو ىطسولا تاظفاحملا ةفاك يف ةیملسلا تاجاجتحلاا رمتستو اذھ
 اوحبصیل ةعاجش لكب مھل ةثاغلإاو فاعسلاا تامدخ میدقتب كاتلا كاتلا تارایس قاوس موقی ثیح يلافتحا لافنرك يف ریرحتلا

  .نویقارعلا مھب ىنغتیً اینطوً ازمر
 
 مادختسا نم ةینملأا تاوقلا عنمل نییملسلا نیجتحملا نم تائملا نصحتب ریرحتلا ةحاس يفً اقباط 12 تاذ يكرتلا معطملا ةیانب يفو
 لولأا نیرشت/ربوتكأ 30 خیراتب نورھاظتملا حجن دقل .ةحلسلأا عاونأ فلتخمب نیرھاظتملا فادھتساو ماصتعلاا ءاھنلإ ةیانبلا

 رطخل نكاملأا ةیقب ضرعت نم للق امم ةیروھمجلا رسج ىلع ةینملأا تاوقلل لولأا زجاحلا حاستكا نم لیللا فصتنم لبقو 2019
 .ةیتوصلاو ةیناخدلا لبانقلا
 
 نیلا تنورف ،ناسنلإا قوقحل جیلخلا زكرم ،)مسنأ( يعمتجملا ملاعلإل ةیقارعلا ةكبشلا ،ناسنلإا قوقحل يقارعلا دصرملا بلاطُی
 :يلی امب مایقلإ ةیقارعلا تاطلسلا قارعلا يف ملقلا زكرمو ،زردنفید
 نم فوخ نود يملسلا عمجتلاب نیرھاظتملل حامسلا للاخ نم ،ریبعتلاو عمجتلا تایرح ةیامح يف ةیلودلا اھتامازتلاب ءافیلإا .1
 ؛تنرتنلإا ىلإ لوصولا رظح مدعو ةیرحب ملاعلإا لئاسو لیغشت نامضو ،لاقتعلاا وأ عمقلا

 اھنع نیلوؤسملا میدقتو جئاتنلا رشن فدھب ،نییملسلا نیرھاظتملاو ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادملا لتق مئارج يف يروفلا قیقحتلا .2
 ؛ةیلودلا رییاعمللً اقفو ةلادعلا ىلإ

 نوجاتحی نیذلا كئلولأ يبطلا جلاعلا میدقتو طرشوأ دیق نودبوً اروف نییملسلا نیرھاظتملا نم نیلقتعملا عیمج حارس قلاطإ .3
 ؛ھیلإ

 ؛ھیزنو فافش لكشب ملاعلإا لئاسو ربع اھنلاعإو نیرھاظتملا لتقم ناشب اھب تأدب اھنإ تلاق يتلا تاقیقحتلا جئاتن نع نلاعلإا .4
 ،ناسنلإا قوقح نع عافدلا يف عورشملا مھلمعب نوموقی نیذلاو قارعلا يف ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادملا عیمج نأ نامض .5
 .ةیئاضقلا ةقیاضملا كلذ يف امب دویقلل ةھجاوم نودب لمعلا ىلع نورداق
 

  

 

 

 


