DUBLIN BRUSSELS

Front Line Defenders — Head Office Front Line Defenders - EU Office
First Floor, Avoca Court Square Marie-Louise 72

Temple Road, Blackrock 1000 Brussels

Co. Dublin, A94 R7W3, Ireland Belgium

info@frontlinedefenders.org euoffice@frontlinedefenders.org
www.frontlinedefenders.org www.frontlinedefenders.org
DE FENDERS phone  +353 12123750 phone  +32.2.230 9383
fax +353 1 212 1001 fax +32 2 230 0028
5 May 2023

Laos: Attack on the life of human rights defender and pro-democracy social media activist
Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom

On 29 April 2023, human rights defender and pro-democracy social media activist Anousa “Jack”
Luangsouphom was shot in the Chanthabuly district of Vientiane, Laos. An unknown assailant
shot Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom twice, in the cheek and chest, while he was at a local bar in
Vientiane, but luckly survived the gun attack.

Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom is a social media activist and human rights defender who runs two
Facebook pages Driven by the Keyboard and Sor Tor Lor — the Republic with over 41,000 and
6,800 followers respectively, where he advocates for social, environmental, economic, and political
rights in Laos. His digital platforms facilitate discussions on pro-democratic movements, issues
such as child rights and LGBTQI+ rights, and human rights violations in Laos.

Human rights defender Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom set up a closed Facebook group Laos
Drama in April 2020 to start a discussion on democracy and human rights in the country. Later, in
March 2022, he set up the public Facebook page, Driven by the Keyboard, to call for democracy in
Laos. The page advocates for an end to the one-party rule in Laos and Laos’ dependency on
China, and reports on human rights abuses on the ground. Due to the growing following of Driven
by the Keyboard, the human rights defender has been facing increased surveillance.

On 29 April 2023, human rights defender Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom was in a local bar in
Vientiane when he was shot twice, in the cheek and chest, by an unidentified assailant. On 1 May
2023, his family reported him dead to ensure his safety, anticipating another attack on the human
rights defender’s life. On 3 May 2023, it was reported that Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom survived
the attack and is receiving medical treatment. On 5 May 2023, the Vientiane National Police made
a statement saying that the assailant has not been identified and the attack is suspected to have
arisen from “a business or personal dispute.”

The attempted attack on the human rights defender’s life is the latest in a series of attacks and
reprisals faced by human rights defenders criticising the one-party authoritarian government in
Laos.

Front Line Defenders expresses its concern on the pattern of attacks against human rights
defenders who express dissent against the Lao government. The organisation is seriously
concerned for the physical and psychological wellbeing of the human rights defender. Front Line
Defenders believes that the attack against Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom is directly related to his
peaceful work in defence of human rights in Laos.

Front Line Defenders urges the authorities in Laos to:

1. Carry out an immediate, thorough and impartial investigation into the attack against human
rights defender Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom, with a view to publishing the results and
bringing those responsible to justice in accordance with international standards;

2. Take all necessary measures to guarantee the physical and psychological integrity and
security of Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom;

Front Line Defenders Board of Directors Front Line, The International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights

Denis O’Brien, Jim Conway, Roja Fazaeli, Maria Mulcahy, Kieran Mulvey, Mary Jane Defenders trading as Front Line Defenders, is registered in Ireland as a company

Real (Philippines), David Sykes, Arnold Tsunga (Zimbabwe), Verénica Vidal (Uruguay) limited by guarantee and not having a share capital. Registered Office: First Floor,
Avoca Court, Temple Road, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, A94 R7W3, Ireland.

Front Line Defenders International Advisory Council

James L. Cavallaro, Maryam Elahi, Michel Forst, Hina Jilani, Mary Lawlor Company No. 593190; Registered Charity No. 20204494; CHY 22404


https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/anousa-jack-luangsouphom

3. Endeavour to cease targeting of all human rights defenders in Laos and guarantee in all
circumstances that they are able to carry out their legitimate human rights activities without
fear of reprisals and or attacks.
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